CALUMET STEWARDSHIP INITIATIVE

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into among the members (the "Members") of the Calumet Stewardship Initiative (CSI) listed below.  The agreement creates a voluntary network of independent agencies and organizations that share common goals and that have come together to achieve these goals through coordinated collaboration and cooperation. 
The Calumet Stewardship Initiative provides a framework to:


*
Demonstrate the local and global significance of the biological and cultural diversity of the bi-state Calumet region.


*
Promote broad-based understanding of the significance of the Calumet region's biological diversity and support for its long term protection, restoration and stewardship.


*
Protect, restore and steward the natural communities native to the Calumet region.


*
Foster a sustainable relationship between people and the region's natural communities and thereby enrich the quality of life of the citizens of the region.

The Calumet Stewardship Initiative (CSI) envisions a Calumet region marked by vibrant communities and cultures, healthy natural areas and a strong economy. Toward this end, CSI engages residents and member organizations in partnerships that advance nature education, environmental stewardship, scientific discovery, cultural understanding and smart growth.

The Calumet Stewardship Initiative will: 

• Provide scientifically sound information to assist decision-makers in developing policies and action agendas concerning the protection, acquisition, restoration and management of the natural areas of the Calumet region. 

• Support a Calumet research agenda to encourage the understanding and protection of the landscape of the Calumet region and foster region-wide communication and cooperation among the larger scientific community to expand our knowledge base. 

• Promote, coordinate and facilitate the restoration and management of existing and future preserves and open spaces. 

• Increase and diversify public participation and understanding of the Calumet region's biological and cultural diversity by developing and promoting collaborative education programs and public events. 

• Identify and prioritize critical conservation challenges, develop strategies for collaborative approaches to solutions, and coordinate with resource, planning and management initiatives in the region. 

• Engage residents of the Calumet region in opportunities for civic leadership. 
Organization
Organizational structure and operational practices are outlined in CSI Policies and Procedures.  

No CSI member may use the name “Calumet Stewardship Initiative” in a statement advocating a political position. 

It is mutually agreed and understood by and among the parties hereto that:

This Memorandum of Understanding reflects an entirely voluntary commitment among the parties hereto to cooperate and work together to achieve the mission articulated herein.  This Memorandum of Understanding in no way obligates or restricts the activity of any party hereto in any way.


Any party may withdraw from CSI at any time by providing written notice of the party's intent to withdraw.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Memorandum of Understanding to be executed as of the dates written below.

Signature




Date

Print name and Organization
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